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Atlanta Leaders selected to Strengthen Transatlantic Relationships:

2009 Marshall Memorial Fellows Announced
(ATLANTA) – The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta announces the recipients of the 2009 Marshall Memorial Fellowship: 

Melissa Carter, Deputy Director, Office of the Child Advocate, State of Georgia
Dr. Jamila Davison, Emergency Medicine Physician and Robert Wood Johnson 

Foundation Clinical Scholar, Department of Veterans Affairs

Charlie Henn, Partner, Kilpatrick Stockton LLP

Staci Walker, Director of External Affairs, The Ron Clark Academy


and Ashley Williams, Project Manager, Endeca Technologies who has been named as an alternate.


The Marshall Memorial Fellowship offers emerging leaders ages 28-40, the opportunity to explore societies, institutions and people on the other side of the Atlantic. Now in its 26th year, the Marshall Memorial Fellowship hosts individuals from the political, public, corporate, media and nonprofit sectors for a three to four week travel experience designed to strengthen the transatlantic relationship. Drawn from 22 European countries and the US, more than 1,500 Fellows have participated in the program since its inception in 1982, remaining connected through annual conferences, meetings, online communications and involvement in other German Marshall Fund (GMF) program areas. GMF works closely with partners in more than 60 cities on both sides of the Atlantic to make the Marshall Memorial Fellowship program possible.

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta created a volunteer advisory committee who selected the 2009 recipients based on an outstanding record of achievement in his/her profession, a strong record of civic involvement and potential influence within his/her own community, and clear demonstration of leadership, intellectual curiosity, independence, maturity and initiative.

“These impressive individuals are the leaders of our Atlanta community, and it is our role as a community foundation to nurture and support that leadership,” says Lesley Grady, vice president of Community Partnerships for The Community Foundation. “The knowledge they will gain by exploring other societies and seeing how various cultures with different beliefs and values tackle some of the same long-term issues we face is incredibly important. It is that kind of fresh approach and new way of thinking that builds upon solid leadership that can then be brought right back here to our Atlanta region.” 

Since 1951 The Community Foundation has been supporting emerging and established civic leadership to help strengthen our regional citizenry. For the third consecutive year the Foundation partnered with GMF to coordinate the 2009 Marshall Memorial Fellowship selection for the metro Atlanta region. All candidates were nominated for the program by a recognized leader in the community and were required to submit a written application as well as undergo an interview by a panel of volunteers and former Marshall Fellows. 

American and European Fellows each visit five or six cities and meet formally and informally with a range of policymakers and prominent members of the business, government, political, nonprofit and media communities. GMF works closely with partner institutions and individual consultants in each city, providing Fellows with an invaluable local perspective on the transatlantic and domestic issues on the agenda. Each Fellow also has the opportunity to explore his or her own professional interests beyond the group programs. In addition, Fellows participate in a forum to share their learnings upon return.

The 2009 Marshall Memorial Fellowship Selection Committee Members included: 
Robert Ashe, Georgia State College of Law (2006 Fellow) 
Sanjay Parekh, Serial Entrepreneur (2004 Fellow)

Leanne Rubenstein, Associate Director, Refugee Resettlement and Immigration Services of Atlanta (RRISA) (2004 Fellow) 
Ronit Walker, Administrative Law Judge, State of Georgia 


The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects donors, nonprofits and community partners to make philanthropy happen. The Foundation works directly with donors and their families to explore their philanthropic passion; supports nonprofits through grants and guidance; collaborates with community leaders and other partners to create innovative solutions to tough issues; and builds an endowment to benefit the Atlanta region today and for generations to come. Last year The Community Foundation awarded more than 4,600 grants totaling more than $75 million throughout 23 counties in the greater Atlanta region. For more information please visit www.atlcf.org.

The German Marshall Fund of the United States (GMF) is a nonpartisan American public policy and grantmaking institution dedicated to promoting greater cooperation and understanding between the United States and Europe. Founded in 1972 through a gift from Germany as a permanent memorial to Marshall Plan assistance, GMF maintains a strong presence on both sides of the Atlantic. In addition to its headquarters in Washington, DC, GMF has six offices in Europe: Berlin, Bratislava, Paris, Brussels, Belgrade, and Ankara. For more information visit the website at www.gmfus.org.
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