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The Community Foundation Announces Lesley Grady as 

Senior Vice President of Community Partnerships 
(ATLANTA) – The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta is pleased to announce the promotion of Lesley Grady to senior vice president of Community Partnerships. Grady has dedicated nearly 10 years to the mission of The Community Foundation of building a stronger Greater Atlanta region through philanthropy. Her significant contribution to the Foundation is evident in her leadership inside and outside the Foundation, and her recent role in transforming its organizational framework. 
As senior vice president, Grady oversees all grantmaking, scholarships and multiple community initiatives helping connect this work with donors interested in critical community needs. This past year, she led Foundation staff in a visioning process to research and examine best practices for grantmaking, donor engagement, organizational efficiency and regional impact to strengthen the Foundation’s work in the 23 counties it serves. Out of this process came The Community Foundation’s Philanthropic Framework, which will lead the organization to have a greater impact on the communities in its region. 
Grady’s extensive knowledge of supporting nonprofits and communities has helped to inform the Foundation’s response to the current economic crisis and engagement with its more than 600 donor families.
Grady represents The Community Foundation in a variety of local and national philanthropic efforts to advance critical social issues as well as the field at large. She is currently on the Board of the Southeastern Council of Foundations and EMBRACE Foster Family Foundation. Her philanthropic expertise was nationally recognized in 2008 when she testified before the federal House Ways and Means Oversight Committee on how foundations can reach underserved communities. Lesley has received numerous awards for her leadership, the most recent being her recent induction into the 2009 YWCA Academy of Women Achievers. Each year, 10 women are nominated by their peers into the Academy, honored as Atlanta’s premier female role models.

Lesley brings to The Community Foundation more than 25 years of experience working in development and capacity building of communities. Prior to joining the Foundation she worked as an independent contractor providing philanthropic and strategic expertise to local, national and international corporations, nonprofit organizations and governmental entities; and as the first African American Vice President of the Metropolitan Atlanta Chamber of Commerce.   
The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects donors, nonprofits and community leaders to strengthen the region through philanthropy. We do this by providing quality services to donors and innovative leadership on community issues. In 2008 The Community Foundation awarded an estimated $90 million throughout 23 counties in the greater Atlanta region and beyond. For more information please visit www.cfgreateratlanta.org.
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