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The Community Foundation Awards Close to $700,000 to Local Nonprofits
(ATLANTA) – The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta has awarded close to $700,000 in grants through its Common Good Funds program to 13 area nonprofits. These grants, the first for 2009, will go to support nonprofits’ general operations, a grantmaking priority for The Community Foundation this year. General operating support provides unrestricted funding to help support and maintain an organization as it pursues its mission.
During the past year, The Community Foundation examined and modified its approach to grantmaking, creating more flexibility for metro Atlanta nonprofits interested in funding. Common Good Funds grantees will be able to use funds where most appropriate or needed in contrast to funding specifically for programs or stated activities. 
Common Good Funds grants are available to nonprofits in the Foundation’s 23-county region through a rigorous and competitive grantmaking process. Eligible nonprofits must first complete a Letter of Intent for funding before invited to complete a final application. After applications are thoroughly reviewed, Foundation staff complete site visits to determine whether a grant will be given.
“Our review process gives us a better, more comprehensive understanding of the health of an organization. Because grantees can use the funds as they see fit, we want to make sure nonprofits are passionate but also high performing and effective,” says Kathy Palumbo, director of Community Partnerships at the Foundation.  “Our goal of providing general operating support grants is to help strengthen the nonprofit organization to be sustainable and fully capable of meeting its mission.”
During its first set of grant cycles for 2009, The Community Foundation will award a total of $1.5 million in grants and support through various grantmaking programs, including the Common Good Funds, the Foundation’s largest grant program. The summer Common Good Funds grant cycle is currently underway. Nonprofits have until June 15 to apply. The deadline for the fall grant cycle is October 2. Interested organizations are invited to attend the various orientation sessions held prior to the start of a grant cycle. For more information, visit The Community Foundation’s website at www.cfgreateratlanta.org. 

The following 13 nonprofit organizations have received Common Good Funds grants:

	Nonprofit
	County

	Atlanta Legal Aid
	Fulton

	Center for Family Resources
	Cobb

	Dad's  Garage Theatre Company
	Fulton

	Genesis Shelter Inc.
	Fulton

	Georgia Budget and Policy Institute
	Fulton

	Jewish Family and Career Services
	Dekalb

	Literacy Action, Inc.
	Fulton

	MUST Ministries, Inc.
	Cobb

	Our House, Inc.
	Dekalb

	Partnership Against Domestic Violence
	Fulton

	Planned Parenthood of Georgia
	Fulton

	Senior Citizen Services of Metropolitan Atlanta
	Fulton

	The Elaine Clark Center for Exceptional Children
	Dekalb


The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects donors, nonprofits and community leaders to strengthen the Atlanta region through philanthropy. We do this by providing quality services to donors and innovative leadership on community issues. In 2008 The Community Foundation awarded more than 4,600 grants totaling an estimated $90 million 

throughout 23 counties in the greater Atlanta region. For more information please visit www.cfgreateratlanta.org.
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