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Healthy Belvedere Announces Groundbreaking of Community Garden
DECATUR (September 18, 2009) – On Saturday, September 19th at 9:30am on the grounds of Peace Lutheran Church in the Belvedere community of Decatur, GA, ground will be broken to inaugurate the first Healthy Eating and Active Living (H.E.A.L.) community garden in Belvedere Park.  G+G Organics is a grantee of the Healthy Belvedere Initiative, a community health initiative designed to promote environmental and policy changes that support healthy eating and active living.  G+G first began its mission to provide organic gardens when Founders, Gaelle Addison and Garrick Wilson, moved into the community almost three years ago and realized there were unsafe abandoned buildings and fields within reach of school aged children.  

After forming a nonprofit organization and initiating conversations with community residents, Gaelle and Garrick learned of Healthy Belvedere, attended their Neighborhood Summit and surveyed local residents about their desires for change in the community.  “Our hearts soared when we learned that over 85% of the Belvedere residents were in favor of community gardening and farming” said Gaelle taking a break from her hectic schedule of negotiating for the donations of time, materials, knowledge and energy to help make the garden a reality.  Once the land was made available by the leadership of Peace Lutheran, the dream began its journey to fruition.    
This is the second year of the Healthy Belvedere Small Grants program which enlists community residents and stakeholders known as “co-investors” to guide the entire grants process.  Other small grants were awarded to  
· Kirby Childcare

· Healthy Food Eater

· Solomon’s Porch Ministry

· St. Philip A.M.E. Church Health Ministry

· White Oak Hills Neighborhood Association

· Hills of Help Outreach Ministries, Inc.

· Oakhurst Medical Centers, Inc.

· Christ the Lord Church, and

· New Way of Life Ministry 

The Healthy Belvedere Leadership is meeting now to determine the start date of the next small grants cycle.  The service area for Healthy Belvedere, based in southeast Dekalb County, is formed on the north by Memorial Drive, Columbia Drive to the east, Glenwood Road to the south, and Candler Road to the west.  The initiative is a partnership between Kaiser Foundation Health Plan of Georgia, The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, and Belvedere community stakeholders.  Kaiser is investing over $1 million in Belvedere over a five to seven year period and The Community Foundation manages the initiative. 
For more information about Healthy Belvedere, visit www.healthybelvedere.org.
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