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Fayette County Nonprofits Receive Grants from The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta’s Fayette Fund

(ATLANTA) – The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta’s Fayette Fund recently awarded its 2009 grants at a reception held at World Airways in Peachtree City.  Nine Fayette County nonprofit organizations received at total of $43,000 in awards.
“As a response to the current economic climate, the grant review committee as well as the Fayette Fund advisory board chose to emphasize emergency assistance needs and at-risk populations when selecting this year’s recipients,” said Mike Hofrichter, advisory board chair of the Fayette Fund.

Since its inception in 2003, the Fayette Fund’s grant program has awarded $171,500 in grants to Fayette nonprofit organizations.  The Fayette Fund is just one source of funding for local organizations.  In fact, grants from all sources within The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta to Fayette nonprofits have totaled over $745,000 in the last four years.

“Nonprofits are facing incredibly difficult times as they are faced with the same financial shortages as other industries but also have a huge increase in demand for services from individuals and families in need,” says president Alicia Philipp. “Now is the time for philanthropy to play a role in strengthening our local communities and our region.”

At the reception, the Fayette Fund also honored Global Aviation Holdings and its subsidiary, World Airways, for their support through the company’s Blue Jean Fund.  Employees make a contribution every Friday to wear blue jeans to work.  These contributions are matched by Global Aviation Holdings/World Airways and donated to the Fayette Fund’s grant program.  Donations from the company since 2005 have totaled nearly $100,000.  A special certificate created by Fayette Fund board member, Vicki Turner, was presented to Rob Binns, CEO and Steve Forsyth, Director of Corporate Communication of Global Aviation Holdings to recognize their support.
The following nine Fayette County nonprofit organizations received grants this year:

· Association of Village PRIDE – To support Career Exploration Program to place local African-American high school youth into summer internships
· ExceptionalOPS – To support a pilot program to develop self-awareness, self-management and interpersonal skills in persons with Asperger's Syndrome and Autism                                

· Fayette Care Clinic - To purchase dental equipment for free medical/dental clinic which serves Fayette County residents                                                                    

· Fayette Family YMCA - To provide scholarships for holiday and summer camps for low income youth in Fayette County   

· Promise Place - To support counseling/support services provided to elementary age residents of domestic abuse shelter    
· Fayette Senior Services - To establish and operate a Home Maintenance & Repair Assistance Program for low income senior citizens in Fayette County                                                    

· Lekotek of Georgia - To purchase adapted computer input devices and software for children with physical and/or cognitive disabilities 
· Real Life Center - To support emergency assistance program for Fayette County residents                
· The Joseph Sams School - To support fine arts program for children with cognitive, physical and developmental disabilities                     

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects donors, nonprofits and community leaders to strengthen the Atlanta region through philanthropy. We do this by providing quality services to donors and innovative leadership on community issue. Last year The Community Foundation awarded more than 4,600 grants totaling an estimated $75 million throughout 23 counties in the greater Atlanta region. For more information on the Fayette Fund and The Community Foundation, please visit www.cfgreateratlata.org.
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