


FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE                   Contact:
Lauren Norton Welsh

VP, Marketing & Communications 
404-588-3182 or    lwelsh@cfgreateratlanta.org 
March 29, 2010
The Community Foundation Wins National Public Policy Award 

for Work with Foster  Youth    
(ATLANTA) – The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta is the 2010 recipient of the Council on Foundations’ Paul Ylvisaker Award for Public Policy Engagement for their work to improve outcomes for foster youth as they age out of the foster care system through the Metropolitan Atlanta Youth Opportunities Initiative (MAYOI). For more than 20 years, the Council on Foundations has honored leaders in the field of philanthropy, and this is The Community Foundation’s first award in this category.

The Ylvisaker Award is given to one foundation each year that represents the pinnacle of public policy engagement and can be held as an example for other foundations nationally and internationally. The Community Foundation’s focus on engaging youth impacted by the foster care system and improving the systems and policies that affect them has received high praise and previously was the recipient of the Harris Wofford Award from Youth Service America in 2007.
“The Community Foundation was selected because of their dedication to engaging youth impacted by the foster care system in the leadership of this effort and their willingness to push further in public policy when many foundations are still wary about getting their feet wet,” said Steve Gunderson, president and CEO of the Council on Foundations. “Their insight, innovation and leadership are a source of inspiration to others in the field and well deserving of these honors.”

The Community Foundation launched MAYOI in 2002 as part of a national effort, led by the Jim Casey Youth Opportunities Initiative, to help foster youth make successful transitions to adulthood. MAYOI worked directly with youth impacted by the foster care system to better understand the challenges within the current system and help them advocate for the issues that affect them. Building this youth advocacy not only created a cohesive group to share information about the issue, but it also resulted in youth involvement and engagement in a variety of government agencies. Because of this involvement, the youth were able to work with Georgia policymakers in 2006 to extend Medicaid benefits for foster youth from age 18 to age 21 – one of their key public policy priorities. 
“Helping these youth impacted by the foster care system see that they have the power to change legislation that directly affects their lives was the greatest award we could have achieved,” said Alicia Philipp, president of The Community Foundation. “But being recognized among your peers as an example of effective public policy engagement is incredibly rewarding as well.”

Today, the youth voice is at the table and is continuing to work to change both legislation and agency policy around foster youth transitions. This initiative is ongoing and has been so successful that MAYOI has been asked to take its philosophy and program components to a larger scale by transitioning strategies to other community partners and expanding services to serve a greater number of youth throughout the state of Georgia. As a result, MAYOI has transitioned youth engagement from serving youth in the metro only to serving youth across the 159 counties in Georgia. In addition, the youth leadership and advocacy group is now supported by a community based nonprofit with statewide reach.
The award will be presented at the Council’s 61st Annual Conference (www.cof.org/annualconf) April 25-27 in Denver where Former Vice President Al Gore, senior advisor to the Obama Administration Valerie Jarrett and president and CEO of Harlem Children’s Zone Geoffrey Canada will be keynote speakers for hundreds of foundation leaders from across the country.
The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects donors, nonprofits and community leaders to strengthen the region through philanthropy. We do this by providing quality services to donors and innovative leadership on community issues. In 2009 The Community Foundation awarded an estimated $138.4 million throughout 23 counties in the greater Atlanta region and beyond. For more information please visit www.cfgreateratlanta.org.

The Council on Foundations, formed in 1949, is a nonprofit membership association of grantmaking foundations and corporations. Members of the Council include more than 2,100 independent, operating, community, public, and company-sponsored foundations, and corporate giving programs in the United States and abroad. The assets of Council members total more than $307 billion. The Council’s mission is to provide the opportunity, leadership, and tools needed by philanthropic organizations to expand, enhance, and sustain their ability to advance the common good. Visit the Council’s Web site at www.cof.org.
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