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An Extra Wish: 2010 Guidelines

What is An Extra Wish? 
As a service to our donors and competitive grants applicants, The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta publishes An Extra Wish to share special needs of organizations supported by the Foundation’s competitive grantmaking programs. Since 2000, donors from The Community Foundation have requested close to $400,000 in grants to over 160 nonprofit organizations through An Extra Wish.

What can An Extra Wish fund? 

An Extra Wish provides monetary and in-kind contributions of tangible goods, not services or staff, that contribute in a clear way to the success of organizations and the people served. Our experience shows that most Extra Wish grants from The Community Foundation's donor advised funds fall between $200 and $2,500. In the past, the most successful wishes were requests for items that directly help program participants, instead of organizational operating equipment. Applicants may request an item or items (no more than three unique items) that are valued at no more than $5,000 total. Requests may include: 

· Supplemental resources for program participants: expendable and nonexpendable items that will help program participants succeed, such as clothing, MARTA fares, toys, age-appropriate reading material and equipment for people with disabilities. Requests for grocery store and gas station gift cards are eligible while requests for food and gasoline are not.
· Capital items: office equipment including fax machines, phone systems, copy machines, furniture, kitchen appliances and items needed to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act. These items are eligible, but applicants making these requests must include information on the make, model number, and vendor from which it will be purchased in the application.
· Program resources for organizations: program-related resources such as reference books, videos or training materials that will remain with the organization. 

Please note: Requests for computer-related items such as hardware, software, printers, networking and upgrades to computers, have typically received a less favorable response.  
Ineligible Items:

· Items that have already been purchased
· Vehicles
· Gasoline for organizational fleets
· Labor for repairs to existing structures

· Subscriptions for magazines and trade publications
· Memberships and fees associated with services
· Attendance at conferences or training sessions for staff members
· Stipends for staff, volunteers, interns or program participants

· Consultant’s expenses
· Design costs 
· General operating expenses

· Support for organizational or program endowments 

Who is eligible to apply for An Extra Wish?

To be eligible to apply in 2010, a prospective applicant must:
· Be a 501(c)(3) public charity 

· Have been evaluated by The Community Foundation for a potential grant in the last 3 years (Common Good Funds, The Arts Fund, Local Funds, AIDS Fund, Grants to Green, Neighborhood Fund and Donor Advised Funds)

· Have an operating budget $30,000 or greater
· Operate within The Community Foundation’s 23-county service area

How does An Extra Wish work?
Application:
Applicants must submit the electronic An Extra Wish Application Form and a photograph of their organization and/or their clients by emailing them as an attachment to ExtraWish@cfgreateratlanta.org. There are two An Extra Wish cycles for 2010; deadlines are 5PM on Monday, February 1 for our Spring edition or Thursday, July 1 for our Fall edition. Applicants must use the current application form. Failure to do so may result in your application being declined. We also ask applicants to submit a photo of their organization and/or their clients that the Foundation may use in publications or on our website.
Review: 
The Community Foundation will review requests and recommend organizations to the Board of Directors for inclusion in the publication.  
Distribution:
The Community Foundation will distribute An Extra Wish publication to all current donors in the Spring and Fall of 2010. 
Action:
Donors may request distributions for An Extra Wish grant from their donor advised fund at The Community Foundation or may contact organizations directly. 

What should applicants expect? 

The Community Foundation offers An Extra Wish as a service to donors and applicants. Applicants will be advised whether or not they have been selected to be featured in the Spring or Fall 2010 publication. Organizations may only be featured in one issue per calendar year, if you apply and are not included, you may reapply in the next cycle. There is no way to predict if, when, or how many donors will act on these opportunities to give. An Extra Wish relies on donors to respond if they desire; please do not call to inquire about a request you have submitted.

Follow-Up for applicants whose Extra Wish is granted

Within 60 days of the Extra Wish grant being awarded, organizations are required to submit the following items to The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta. Failure to do so may eliminate your organization from further consideration for An Extra Wish. If your Extra Wish is not fully funded, please notify the Foundation when you have received the remaining funds needed. The Community Foundation will share the information with the donor as requested.

1. A letter addressed to The Community Foundation indicating that the item was purchased and what effect it has had on the individuals served by the organization or the organization’s functions. Please also indicate whether the item was distributed directly to program participants or if it is used by participants during program activities at the organization’s offices. 

2. A copy of the original receipt showing that the item requested was purchased. 

3. Please send a photograph of the item(s) purchased or of your clients; the Foundation may include it in a future publication sent to Foundation donors or on our website.
Samples from a recent publication on An Extra Wish:
Atlanta Legal Aid Society, Children’s Healthcare of Atlanta and Georgia State University’s College of Law are the partnering nonprofits that form HeLP, an interdisciplinary community collaboration that seeks to improve the health and well-being of low-income children and their families. These three organizations work in tandem to help address underlying non-medical conditions that can jeopardize children’s health. HeLP provides direct legal services to patients at children’s hospitals, interdisciplinary education related to legal and social issues faced by HeLP clients and advocacy support on children’s health issues.

This year, students at Georgia State’s Law School handled a case involving a widower raising a severely disabled daughter. He successfully completed an application for a home health care provider under the Mental Retardation Waiver Program. As a result, the father was able to return to work. In addition, through HeLP, he received assistance with preparing his will to ensure proper guardianship of both his daughters in the event of his passing, including stipulations that the inheritance of any assets would not disqualify the disabled child’s eligibility for benefits. 
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ExtraWish:
85 twin mattress sets

Cost:
$4,760

Annual Operating
Budget:
$569,000

Contact:
Megan Anderson,
Executive Director
538 Permalume Place
Atlanta, GA 30318
404-355-8530
manderson@furniture-
bankatlanta.org
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The Furniture Bank of Metro Atlanta was founded in
1988 in response to the lack of furniture resources for
homeless people who secured permanent housing. Before
the Furiture Bank, many of these clents had no furniture
and were forced to sleep and eat on the floor. The
Furniture Bank provides household furniture to individuals
and families in need including clients moving out of
homelessness, battling HIV/AIDS and fleeing domestic
violence. The Furniture Bank contributes to the self-
sufficiency of its clients by reducing the upfront costs
associated with housing, freeing additional income for
medical, food and other emergency needs.

In 2007 the Fumiture Bank provided over $1 million
in furniture, sewing 3,054 people in 1,170 households
including 1,669 children. Each household received approx-
imately 16 pieces of furniture. The Furniture Bank received
An Extra Wish in 2007, which was used to purchase new
aribs and crib mattresses for its clients under the age of
one. As a result of the award the Furniture Bank was able
to provide 25 new cribs and mattresses to its clents.

The majority of families coming to the Furniture Bank
are single women with at least three dhildren. Often
these families are moving into small apartments and need
‘twin beds for their children. However, most beds donated
to the Furntiure Bank are full or queen size. The Extra
Wish will help the Furniture Bank close the gap between
the number of twin mattresses donated and the number
of twin mattresses requested by clents.




The attorneys and interns working with HeLP clients are in need of a projector, a digital camera and a laser printer to help them produce quality visual materials for the cases assigned to them.
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