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Local Nonprofits Reduce their Operating Costs and Carbon Footprint

(ATLANTA) – According to Dennis Creech, executive director of Southface, “approximately half of all energy generated in America is used to power buildings and other aspects of the built environment.” 

While our city’s and our nation’s leaders are just now urging businesses to make their buildings more energy efficient, Southface and The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta have helped close to 100 metro Atlanta nonprofits reduce their environmental impact and increase the cost-efficiency of their operations over the last three years.

Launched in 2008, Grants to Green gives nonprofits the opportunity to renovate or build healthier work places that are environmentally efficient. Through a partnership between The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, The Kendeda Fund and Southface, nonprofits in the 23-county region of metro Atlanta can apply for Assessment Awards to identify areas of improvement or Implementation Grants, which allow the nonprofit to receive funding to carry out specific recommendations.

To date, Grants to Green has awarded 73 Assessment Awards and 44 Implementation Grants totaling $1,268,400. The Community Foundation recently made awards to the following nonprofits:
Grants to Green
Assessment Awards 
· Atlanta Day Shelter for Women & Children - Fulton
· Buckhead Christian Ministries - Fulton
· Clarkston Community Center - DeKalb
· Jerusalem House - DeKalb
· KIPP Metro Atlanta - Fulton
· Nicholas House - Fulton
· Partnership Against Domestic Violence - Fulton
· Place of Forsyth County - Forsyth
· Open Hand - Fulton
· Quinlan Visual Arts Center - Hall 
· Scottsdale Child Development & Family Resource Center - DeKalb
· Sheltering Arms - Fulton  

Implementation Awards
· 7 Stages – $50,000 - Fulton
· Abba House – $31,624 - Forsyth
· Atlanta Educational Telecommunications Collaborative – $25,000 - Fulton
· Atlanta Interfaith Broadcasters – $33,500 - Fulton
· Boys & Girls Club of Metro Atlanta –$23,500 - Fulton
· CARE –$25,000 - Fulton
· Center for Pan Asian Community Services –$50,000 - DeKalb
· Jerusalem House –$33,376 - DeKalb
· Marcus Jewish Community Center of Atlanta – $50,000 - DeKalb
· QLS Garden Housing Facility – $47,000 - Fulton
· Southern Center for Human Rights – $31,000 - Fulton


While the full impact of Grants to Green has not yet been measured and realized, nonprofits that received grants during the program’s first two years have reduced their energy consumption by 16 percent thus far. This equates to removing 1,869 cars from the road, eliminating roughly 1,693,155 pounds of coal, known for its danger to environmental and human health. As more nonprofits continue to build green and implement green practices, these savings are expected to grow. 

Also noteworthy is the amount of dollars Grants to Green has helped nonprofits save. To date, this same cohort of nonprofits has saved $369,357 in annual operations costs. Even nonprofits receiving only Assessment Awards have reduced their energy costs by as much as 13 percent, for an annual cost savings of approximately $118,118. In the case of these nonprofits, considerable costs savings have come with minimal financial investment.

[bookmark: _GoBack]As part of Grants to Green, each organization is required to appoint a Green Champion. These individuals come together twice a year for peer-learning, networking and training opportunities. Green Champions report that in addition to generating significant energy and cost savings, Grants to Green increased organizational knowledge of environmental sustainability and spurred nonprofits to adopt additional green policies and practices. Specifically, among the nonprofits for which data is available:
· Knowledge of environmental sustainability rose from average to very knowledgeable.
· The percentage of organizations that reported having no green policies in place prior to Grants to Green decreased from 23% to 2%.
· The percentage of those that reported instituting a formal energy monitoring policy (e.g. tracking and sharing utility data) after the grant increased by 37%.
· The percentage of nonprofits that reported employing energy conservation practices – turning off lights and computers when not in use – increased by 47%.

These findings suggest that even making small changes can make a real difference. According to Alicia Philipp, president of The Community Foundation, “Our goal is to strengthen nonprofits throughout the 23-county region, and one significant way to do this is to help increase a nonprofit’s energy efficiency and knowledge. This means they’re saving more money to better meet their mission.”

For more information about Grants to Green including program guidelines, visit www.cfgreateratlanta.org or email GrantstoGreen@cfgreateratlanta.org.






The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects people to the issues and organizations making a different in our 23-county Atlanta region. We do this by providing quality services to donors and innovative leadership on community issues. Last year The Community Foundation awarded an estimated $99 million to nonprofit organizations in the Atlanta region and beyond. For more information please visit www.cfgreateratlata.org.

Since 1978, Southface has encouraged responsible solutions for environmental living. Driven by the Southeast’s growing need to save energy and water and preserve our natural resources, Southface has successfully fostered unique partnerships with government, business and nonprofit organizations. Southface programs and publications reach designs and construction professionals, homeowners, government officials and others to promote sustainable homes, workplaces and communities through education, research, advocacy and technical assistance. 
For more information, visit Southface at www.southface.org.
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