[image: image1.png]&
The Community Foundation

FOR GREATER ATLANTA







FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE Contact:
Tieler Giles
Communications Associate
404-588-3207 or tgiles@cfgreateratlanta.org
Lisa Cremin

Director, Arts Fund

404-588-3200 or lcremin@cfgreateratlanta.org
May 19, 2011
Local arts organizations receive $500,000 in critical funding; Mayor Reed announces restoration of City’s arts funds
(ATLANTA) – The Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund has awarded grants totaling $500,000 to 11 metro Atlanta arts organizations today during what is still a difficult time for the arts community locally and nationally. Arts Fund grants were announced today at the Arts Fund’s luncheon attended by 520 business, arts and community leaders. This is the third year of increased grants for the Arts Fund supported by the Atlanta Arts Recovery Initiative, a $2.5 million, multi-year program launched in 2009 to keep Atlanta arts organizations stable as they face unprecedented financial challenges. 

“Despite difficult times, metro Atlanta’s visual and performing arts organizations are still producing incredible art. The cost of the weak economy is not the creativity of our artists but the sustainability and strength of the arts community,” says Lisa Cremin, director of the Arts Fund. 
At today’s luncheon, Atlanta Mayor Kasim Reed, a former member of the Arts Fund’s Advisory Board, spoke to the packed room of 520 guests. He surprised the audience by announcing that he was reversing the City’s proposed budget proposal that called for cutting the city’s grants to arts and cultural budget by 50 percent – from $470,000 to $235,000.  “It hasn’t been sitting right with me at all,” Mayor Reed said. “I have been thinking about it, and then I realized that I am the mayor.  So I came to announce that we are going to restore every single penny.”  The Mayor cited the importance of the arts in his own youth, noting “I was making a decision that was causing a reduction in the quality of life that I had had growing up.” 

“Our mayor recognizes how important the arts are to all of our citizens – young and old. Arts and culture are an essential part of a healthy community. The arts strengthen our education system, foster economic and community development, and help us connect with one another,” says Cremin. “At the end of the day, creativity will be a bottom-line issue for all business success in the future.  The world is changing quickly and doing things the same way is no longer an option.”

Each year since 2009, the Arts Fund through the Recovery Initiative has provided $1 million in grants annually, as well as $150,000 each year to provide enhanced consulting programs to small and mid-sized arts organizations. Midway through the third year of the initiative, the Arts Fund has awarded 57 grants to 33 organizations, providing a stabilizing force in a rough economic time.  

“For some organizations, funding and support has helped them simply stay sustainable in the face of cuts in nearly every area of funding. With more stable finances, organizations have been able to focus on quality programming, bring in new board members and significantly increase new, in-kind resources, implement deliberate cost cutting measures and invest in staff infrastructure,” says Cremin. “For these organizations, Arts Fund grants have helped improve nonprofit operations but also and importantly overall artistic excellence.”

The Spring 2011 Arts Fund grant recipients are as follows*: 
	Recipient
	Discipline
	County
	Amount

	Atlanta Celebrates Photography
	Visual Arts
	Fulton
	$ 25,000 

	Atlanta Chamber Players
	Music
	Fulton
	$ 20,000 

	Atlanta Contemporary Art Center
	Visual Arts
	Fulton
	$ 60,000 

	CORE (formerly Several Dancers Core) 
	Dance
	DeKalb 
	$ 20,000 

	Dad's Garage Theatre Company
	Theatre
	Fulton
	$ 75,000 

	Georgia Ballet
	Dance
	Cobb
	$ 50,000 

	Kenny Leon’s True Colors Theatre Company
	Theatre
	Fulton
	$ 50,000 

	Madison Morgan Cultural Center
	Multi-discipline
	Morgan
	$ 60,000 

	Museum of Contemporary Art of Georgia (MOCA GA)
	Visual Arts
	Fulton
	$ 50,000 

	Out of Hand Theater
	Theatre
	DeKalb 
	$ 15,000 

	Theatre in the Square
	Theatre
	Cobb
	$ 75,000 


*Pending formal approval of The Community Foundation Board of Directors.

The Metropolitan Atlanta Arts Fund will award a second round of grants this year totaling $1,000,000 to local organizations in 2011, continuing its commitment to increase the resources available to arts organizations in the 23-county Atlanta region. Since 1993, the Arts Fund, an initiative of The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta in partnership with the Metro Atlanta Chamber of Commerce, has funded more than $8.8 million in grants and management consulting awards to 88 arts organizations.

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects donors to the issues and organizations making a difference in our region. In 2010 The Community Foundation awarded an estimated $99 million throughout 23 counties in the greater Atlanta region and beyond. For more information please visit www.cfgreateratlanta.org and www.MetroAtlantaArtsFund.org.
Select photos of grant recipients are available here: http://www.metroatlantaartsfund.org/about/news/2011grantphotos.htm
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