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New Voter Education Initiative Hits Clayton County 
(ATLANTA) – Only 18 percent of registered Clayton County voters cast ballots back in February during this year’s primary season. The League of Women Voters of Georgia wants things to be different next month. In response to this low voter turnout, as well as the recent challenges faced by the county, including the school system’s loss of accreditation last month, the League, with financial support from The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta, has launched an aggressive voter education campaign.  
Continuing through this month, this voter empowerment initiative has conducted multiple voter registration drives, and this week begins a series of candidate/issue forums, educational outreach and voter mobilization to the polls. There will be two school board forums taking place in North and South Clayton, where candidates will share their plans and vision for bringing positive change to the school system and community. Residents will also have the chance to participate in a forum with candidates in the Clayton County sheriff race. Additional forums will educate residents on how to lobby their representatives around an issue and how to run for elected office.  
“It is essential for citizens to be involved in their local government,” said Cathy Ratti, Board chair of The Community Foundation’s Clayton Fund. “Participation ensures they not only have a voice in what goes on in their community but it also sends a message to elected officials that they must be accountable. We want Clayton County residents to know they have the right and the power to make sure their government represents their interests and is working to provide them a strong, healthy community. That’s why voter initiatives like this one are so important,” said Ratti.    
The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta works with donors to provide grants and guidance to nonprofits, and collaborates with community leaders and other partners to strengthen the Atlanta region. Since 1992, The Clayton Fund has responded to the charitable needs of Clayton County residents. In its first 10 years, the Fund awarded over $325,000 to 40 Clayton nonprofit organizations, including CHRIS Kids, Inc., House of Dawn, Royal Family Kids Camp, Securus House, The Good Shepherd Clinic and Calvary Refuge Center.
“With The Community Foundation’s support, this voter education drive will help in developing more informed and active Clayton County residents,” says Polly McKinney, executive director of the League of Women Voters of Georgia. “When citizens have solid, unbiased information, they are able to make wise decisions for themselves and for their communities.” McKinney says these residents are the agents to bring about lasting change in their areas, actively championing local issues and interests.
For more information about the League of Women Voters of Georgia, visit www.lwvga.org. If you are interested in supporting the Clayton Fund or are a nonprofit looking for grant information, you can contact Kim Frederking at kfrederking@atlcf.org or visit www.atlcf.org.
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Upcoming Events





October 9 - South Clayton Forum - District 1 School Board candidates 


Lovejoy Community Center


11622 Hastings Bridge Road, Lovejoy, GA 


Time: 6:30 p.m.�


October 16 - North Clayton Forum - District 9 School Board candidates 


Carl Rhodenizer Recreation Center


3499 Rex Rd, Rex, GA


Time: 6: 30 p.m.�


October 22 - Forum - Clayton County Sheriffs and Superior Court Judges races 


Lovejoy Community Center – 6:30 p.m.�


October 26 - Meet and Greet the candidates 


Carl Rhodenizer Recreation Center – 6:30 p.m.
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