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The Atlanta Botanical Garden takes top prize of $25,000 in The Community Foundation’s Annual Managing for Excellence Competition

(ATLANTA) -- Two Atlanta nonprofit organizations were honored on Friday for their managerial excellence by The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta. The Atlanta Botanical Garden ($25,000 winner) and the Atlanta Children’s Shelter (finalist, $5,000), took top honors in the Foundation’s annual Managing for Excellence Awards competition. Awards were presented to the organizations at The Community Foundation’s Annual Meeting Luncheon on November 7. Sponsored by The Boston Consulting Group, the award was created in 1984 by The Community Foundation to encourage and reward more effective nonprofit management.

“We know the true measure of a nonprofit’s greatness is not just its effective programming but also its management. These two organizations represent the best of the nonprofit sector. Strong management and planning like that shown by the Atlanta Botanical Garden allow organizations to make an even greater impact in the communities they serve,” said Alicia Philipp, president of The Community Foundation. 

The mission of the Atlanta Botanical Garden is to develop and maintain plant collections for display, education, research, conservation and enjoyment. As a living museum, the Atlanta Botanical Garden serves the Southeastern region as a horticulture and educational resource for garden enthusiasts, the garden and landscape industry and the community at large. Visitors can experience natural environments from around the globe through stunning garden displays, exceptional educational programs for children and adults, special events, and exhibitions. Its conservation work, both nationally and internationally, is helping to preserve the natural environment and many of its collections of rare and endangered species cannot be seen anywhere else in the world.

Since the inception of the Managing for Excellence Award in 1984 more than 500 organizations have participated in the competition. The competition is open to organizations that have received at least one competitive grant from The Community Foundation in the past five years. For more information about the Managing for Excellence Award visit The Community Foundation’s website at www.atlcf.org. 

The Community Foundation for Greater Atlanta connects donors, nonprofits and community partners to make philanthropy happen. The Foundation works directly with donors and their families to explore their philanthropic passion; supports nonprofits through grants and guidance; collaborates with community leaders and other partners to create innovative solutions to tough issues; and builds an endowment to benefit the Atlanta region today and for generations to come. Last year The Community Foundation awarded more than 4,600 grants totaling more than $75 million throughout 23 counties in the greater Atlanta region. For more information please visit www.atlcf.org.
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